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June 4, 1897 



Taiwan, where it was first reported, to Taihoku, in which locality 3 
«ases appeared from April 20 to April 27. I am unable to give the 
mortality statistics, but it is said to be a very virulent epidemic. 

I am officially notified of the presence of epidemic plague in Swatow, 
China, and that the government of Hongkong has taken the precaution, 
unprecedented in the history of that colony, of prohibiting immigration 
from the Swatow district. There seems much reason to suspect that 
•cases of plague have occurred also in the Portuguese colony of Macao, 
but a few miles from Hongkong. 

The Japanese authorities are enforcing inspection of vessels coming 
from Formosa, but no quarantine of their crews and passengers, and 
seem inclined to consider all danger obviated provided the ship has 
been seven days at sea without the appearance of the disease. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. S. 

[Inclosure.] 
Report of infectious disease in Japan, April 23 to April 30, 1897. 
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* April 20 to April 27. 83 cases of plague. 



Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 



STATISTICAL REPORTS. 



Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns of England and Wales during the week ended May 15, 
correspond to an annual rate of 16.5 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 10,860,971. The lowest rate was recorded 
in Norwich, viz, 10.9, and the highest in Salford, viz, 23.0 a thousand. 

London. — One thousand three hundred and thirty-four deaths were 
registered during the week, including measles, 20 ; scarlet fever, 17 ; 
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diphtheria, 42 ; whooping cough, 33 ; enteric fever 6, and diarrhea 12. 
The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual rate of 15.6 a thou- 
sand. In greater London 1,697 deaths were registered, corresponding 
to an annual rate of 14.1 a thousand of the population. In the "outer 
ring" the deaths included 7 from diphtheria ; 8 from measles; 2 from 
scarlet fever, and 10 from whooping cough. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended May 15 in the 23 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 25.9 a thousand of the population, The low- 
est rate was recorded in Lurgan, viz, 4.6, and the highest in Carrick- 
fergus, viz, 40.9 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 190 deaths were 
registered, including scarlet fever, 3 ; diphtheria, 1 ; enteric fever, 2 ; 
whooping cough, 6, and measles, 6. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended May 8 correspond to an annual rate of 26.7 a thousand of the 
population, which is estimated at 1,518,347. The lowest mortality was 
recorded in Leith, viz, 13.1, and the highest in Glasgow, viz, 23.3 a 
thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all causes 
was 616, including measles, 29 ; diphtheria, 6, and whooping cough, 34. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended May 15 correspond to an annual rate of 20.8 a thousand of the 
population, which is estimated at 1,518,347. The lowest mortality was 
recorded in Perth, viz, 13.6, and the highest in Edinburgh, viz, 23.7 a 
thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all causes 
was 620, including measles, 41 ; scarlet fever, 6 ; diphtheria 5, and 
whooping cough, 29. 

Dundee. — Month of April, 1897. Estimated population, 140,054. 
Total deaths, 132, including diphtheria, 2, and phthisis pulmonalis, 32. 



